Athens vs. Sparta

	Put the answers in the blanks. Note: Some may be found in both. 
	ATHENS 
	SPARTA 

	Government 

Which was a limited democracy? 

Which was a military oligarchy? 

Which had two kings? 

Which had an assembly? 
	  
	  

	Social Structure 

Which had citizens as the upper class? 

Which had foreigners as a working class? 

Which had slaves? 
	  
	  

	Allies 

Which was the leader of the Delian League? 

Which was the leader of the Peloponnesian League? 
	  
	  

	Military strengths 
	Which had the strongest navy? 
	  
	  

	
	Which had the strongest army on land?
	
	

	Life style and values 
	Which had militaristic values? 
	  
	  

	
	Which had democratic values?
	
	

	Role of women 
	Which limited women's role in politics? 
	  
	  

	
	Which gave the most freedom to women?
	
	

	Education 

Which valued choral dance and music? 

Which valued athletics? 

Which gave more education to girls? 

Which gave the most education to boys? 
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  Suggested Activities:
Exercise 1: 

Begin by asking students to spend a few minutes briefly listing some terms other people would use to describe their state. Then, compare that with the way they might describe people in another U.S. state. How do different states and regions in the U.S. vary? How accurate are the student's perceptions? 

Next, move on to a discussion of the differences between a modern U.S. state and an ancient Greek city-state. Teacher may want to lead into the chart by introducing words such as 'spartan' and 'laconic' (derived from Laconia, the region where the Spartan's lived) and explaining how language influences our understanding of what a place was like. 

1. Did the ancient Greeks own slaves? [True - even democratic Athens had no compunction about owning slaves] 

2. Could women vote in democratic Athens? [False - in fact, arguably, women had more power over their lives in Sparta] 

3. Were most city-states actually cities? [False - the vast majority were only small towns of a few hundred citizens] 

4. Did the ancient Greeks have nobles and aristocrats? [True - even in democratic Athens the aristocrats remained a force to be reckoned with] 

5. Was the secret of ancient Greece's success its rich, fertile land? [False - the mountainous terrain was only suitable for a few select crops like olives] 

Did the ancient Greeks value wealth above all else? [False - fame and honor meant much more to the average Greek citizen than wealth].
Exercise 2: 

After reading the information about Sparta and Athens, and looking at the chart above, tell students they should be prepared to tell in which city-state they would rather live and why. They should decide for different social roles. To guide students in this, teachers may solicit the advantages and disadvantages for each city-state according to social roles, and list them in a compare-contrast chart on the blackboard. Then have the students determine their choice and give reasons. As an optional extension, perhaps as homework or an in-class "Quick-Write" or journal entry, have students write about their choices according to one or two social roles giving specific reasons. For example: 

  If you were a young teenage girl of the citizen class, in which city-state would you rather live? Why? 

  If you were a slave, in which would you rather live? Why? 

  If you were a boy of the citizen class, in which would you rather live? Why? 

  If you were a young soldier, in which would you rather live? Why? 

  If you were a very wealthy person of the citizen class, in which would you rather live? Why? 

  Finally, students can decide to represent either Athens or Sparta and debate which is the best place to live. Using the chart above, representatives can find criticisms of the other city-state while praising their own. Bear in mind this debate is not a foregone conclusion since for soldiers and women, Sparta really might be a better place to choose to live.
